FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 26t, 2023~9:30 A.M.

Welcome to Faith United Methodist Church. It is our heart and desire to
engage the community of Waseca with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, equip
those who respond to be the next generation of disciples of Jesus Christ and
empower them to go into the world as partners with God for the healing of
the world.

PRELUDE
GREETING/WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

O mortal, can these bones live?

Only the Lord God knows.

O people, hope is the Lord.

With the Lord there is steadfast love and great power to redeem.

HYMN. .o esesesesesnnens "Lord of the Dance" ... seeseseesesaens UMH #2261
UNISON PRAYER

Lord God, Great I Am, you are resurrection and life. As we worship you this day
show us who we are: bearers of good news, messengers of resurrection; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST

TIME FOR YOUNG METHODISTS AND FRIENDS

SUNDAY SCHOOL All children are invited to attend Sunday School at this time. Please go
to the back of the sanctuary to meet your teacher.

ANTHEM......oorrrrrrereeveeeres e "Just a Closer Walk" ..., Faith Choir




PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER ....cc ettt e s e s e s Unison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

0, 0 ] 0 L UMH #95

OFFERING PRAYER

Abundant God, thank you for the gifts we bring to you. May these gifts bring new life
to those who are in need in our community and in the world. In your beloved name,
we pray. Amen

HYMN...oootrerersrrerrenensssessesessnenes "The Day of Resurrection".........connerenseneenens UMH #303
SCRIPTURE READING....csuueueeseuesseesssessssssessesssssessssssessessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssnes Bob Hunter

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” |
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon
you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I
am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus
says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live.” | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

2



Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy and say to them:
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am
the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed,
it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

This the Word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God

SCRIPTURE READING....ccittrtsurerensusrresesssesesssesesssssesesssssessssssesssssssessssssssssssssssssessass Pastor Carolyn

John 11:1-45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the
light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but |
am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I
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was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you
that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear
me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in
him.

MESSAGE. ...t Pastor Carolyn

5 0417 O "Hymn of Promise"........oomnennnennenssnnsnessensnns UMH #707




BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

REMEMBER OUR CHURCH FAMILIES IN YOUR PRAYERS...

Remember our church members & friends who are less mobile and are unable to join us as often
as they would like, including:

Colony Court: Joe Tollefson, Shirley Burdick

Janesville Nursing Home: Nina Youngberg

Lakeshore Inn: Leona Quast

Foxdale: Lucille Kubista

Benedictine Living Community: Chuck Youngberg

Traditions Assisted Living Owatonna: Ardella Draheim

Prayer Requests for Sunday: Sue Baldini, Roger Groskreutz and family, Kara Ecoff, Tim
Dahnert, Gail Sauer (granddaughter of Anna & Gary Born), government officials, health care
worKkers, first responders, and those who are at risk and most vulnerable to Covid-19, those who
battle chronic illness and pain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We would like to sincerely thank the United Women in Faith for the recognition. We feel very
blessed.

Edy and Nancy

There will be a Pampered Chef party on Saturday, April 1 at 1:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Please
bring a friend or two. There will be chips with dips and soups to try. This event is sponsored by
UWF. Funds raised with go to our pledge to women, children and youth.

The Greater Ministerial Association Easter Dinner will be held at First Congregational Church on
Sunday, April 9 from 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm. Dine in, carry out, or delivery (up to 4 meals per
household). RSVP by April 5, 2023 by calling First Congregational Church at 835-4548 or Waseca
Area Senior Citizens Center at 835-4552. Please leave your name, phone number, and address if
requesting delivery.

The Spring Luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, April 12, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. We will need
helpers for this event. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet.




THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE...

03/26/2023 (Sun.) Pancake Sunday
9:30 am - Worship Service
10:00 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Fellowship

03/27/2023 (Mon.) 3:00-4:30 pm-Conversation, Bible & Friends (*LV Room)

03/29/2023 (Wed.) 12:00 pm - Lenten Lunch (Grace Lutheran)
7:00 pm - Choir Practice

03/30/2023 (Thurs.) 10:30 am - Bible Study
1:00 pm - Newsletter Folding (Church Office)

04/01/2023 (Sat.) 1:00 pm - UWF Pampered Chef Event (**FH)

04/02/2023 (Sun.) Palm Sunday
Birthday Sunday

9:30 am - Worship Service with Holy Communion
10:30 am - Fellowship

*Lakeview Room **Fellowship Hall

Administrative Assistant Hours this Week:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9:30 am - 1:00 pm

Pastor Carolyn's Contact Info.:
Parsonage Phone #: (507) 835-2535
Cell #: (870) 830-2180

E-mail: carolyn.doering7 @gmail.com




